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As President of the Maury County Association for 
the Preservation of Tennessee Antiquities (APTA), 
it is my distinct privilege to welcome you to Maury 
County, Tennessee for our annual tour of homes!  
 
I’m thrilled to announce we have another amazing 
tour lined up for 2022! This tour will feature sever-
al sites that have not be on the tour in a few years, 
including Cainland (Williamsport) , Skipwith Hall 
(cover photo), and the Esslinger Home on West 
Seventh Street in Columbia. There will also be sev-
eral historic churches open for the annual tour.  
 
Remember to shop with our local merchants and 
visit our locally-owned restaurants while taking the 
tour. Your tourism dollars make a difference in our 
local economy— thank you for deciding to spend 
your time, and money, with us!  
 
I think you’re really going to enjoy this tour, and I 
hope to see you along the route!  
 
Adam Southern 
Maury County APTA, President  

Welcome to Maury County 

 The Maury Christmas Historic Home Tour is a Maury County tradition. The tour began in 1951 as the 
“Majestic Middle Tennessee Tour of Homes” and was held each year in the Fall. Since that time, the tour has 
evolved into a two-day event taking place annually on the first weekend of December.  
 
     Here’s how the tour works:  
 
     1) Purchase tickets. Tickets may be purchased at Tour Headquarters (the Athenaeum) or at any of the other 
ticket locations (the Maury County Visitor’s Center and Elm Springs). 
 
     2) Go tour! This tour is geared towards YOU. Once you have your ticket, you can go to whichever partici-
pating site you please. You can visit just a few of the sites or go to all— the choice is yours.  
 
     Tour tickets are $25. 
  
     For more information about the tour, call Tour Headquarters at (931) 797-3316 or visit the tour website, 
www.MauryChristmas.org.  
 
     The Maury Christmas Home Tour is the annual fund-raiser of the Maury County Association for the Preser-
vation of Tennessee Antiquities (APTA). Proceeds from this event go toward the operating costs and continued 
maintenance of the historic Athenaeum. The Maury County APTA, the Maury County Visitor’s Bureau, and 
the Katie Baker Group are proud sponsors of the 2022 Maury Christmas Home Tour.  

Maury County APTA President Adam Southern standing at a  
favorite spot in beautiful Downtown Columbia. 

About the tour 
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Elm Springs 
     Elm Springs is a Greek Revival mansion built in 1837 by 
master builder Nathan Vaught.  It is situated on the old stage 
road that led from Pulaski to Franklin.  James and Nathaniel 
Dick, wealthy cotton merchants of the N & J Dick Company of 
New Orleans had the house built for their sister Sarah Todd and 
her husband Christopher, formerly of Virginia. During the War 
Between the States, the Todd’s youngest daughter Susan and her 
husband, attorney and Tennessee State Senator Abram Looney 
occupied the home.  He commanded the famous Company H of 
the Maury County Grays.  
     Looney was an outspoken Southerner, and this almost result-
ed in the loss of Elm Springs.  In November of 1864, Confeder-
ate Units of the famed Army of Tennessee began the march 
north for Nashville in what would be known as the Franklin-
Nashville Campaign.  The Federal Army, which had occupied 
Maury County for several months, was preparing defensive posi-
tions ahead of the oncoming Confederate troops under Gen. 
John B. Hood. Their line of defense extended from the Moores-
ville Pike to the Mt. Pleasant Pike. As Union forces under the 
command of Major-General John M. Schofield began their hasty 
withdrawal from Columbia, many of Maury County's majestic 
antebellum homes fell victim to the torch. Many houses were 
burned during those days and Elm Springs was slated to be de-
stroyed also. In an act of retribution, the historic home of Con-
federate Lieutenant Colonel Abraham M. Looney was selected 
to be destroyed by fire as the last Union troops left Colum-

bia.   Responding to pleas of assistance from local citizens, Con-
federate Brigadier General Frank C. Armstrong dispatched a 
squad of mounted infantry to insure the safety of Lt. Col. Loon-
ey's home and property.  A Union soldier placed a burning 
broom under a stairwell, but a servant removed it before it could 
do any major damage.  Fires were started that might have burned 
the house except for the opportune arrival of Confederate troops 
who extinguished the flames.     
     A family cemetery is located south of the house, where the 
last burial was in 1994.  Confederate Naval Lieutenant Simeon 
Cummings was laid to rest in Southern soil after being buried in 
South Africa for over 130 years. 
     The Akin family acquired the property about 1910, and in 
1985 the Gillham family purchased it and restored it to near-
original state. The house and property were purchased in 1992 
by the Sons of Confederate Veterans and Military Order of the 
Stars and Bars.  The house now serves as headquarters for the 
SCV.  In 2001, the house was redecorated by the United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy and the Ladies of Columbia.  The home 
is fully furnished with period antiques, some of which are origi-
nal to Elm Springs. Hostesses will greet guests in period dress 
during the tour.  
     The National Confederate Museum will also be on tour. Built 
on the grounds of Elm Springs, the museum takes visitors 
through the founding of American, the War Between the States, 
and through the Reconstruction Period.   

Elm Springs 
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President James K. Polk Home 
     James Knox Polk was born in North Carolina in 1795, 

and when he was ten years old, his family moved to Mau-

ry County.  A historical marker on Highway 31 indicates 

the site a few miles north of Columbia.  While young 

James was attending the University of North Carolina in 

1816, his father built the only residence in existence today 

in which the eleventh president lived other than the White 

House.  Old accounts indicate that the structure was the 

first brick residence built in Columbia. 

     Sarah Childress of Murfreesboro married James K. 

Polk in 1824, and the following year, he was elected to the 

first of seven terms in the U.S. House of Representatives.  

He was the only President who ever served as Speaker of 

the House.  In 1839 he returned to Tennessee and served a 

two year term as governor.  Under his leadership as presi-

dent, the United States was extended from the Atlantic to 

the Pacific Oceans.  The Polks had no children, and Mrs. 

Polk often served as her husband’s personal secretary. 

     The house is a museum of Polk’s life as the furnishings 

are those used by him and Mrs. Polk in the White House 

while some were used in his law office.  A rare item is the 

Inaugural Bible, Mrs. Polk’s inaugural gown, and the fan 

her husband had made for her.  Several portraits are on 

display throughout the house, in addition to china, silver, 

crystal, and candelabra used for state dinners.  Other build-

ings include the kitchen and Polk’s Sister’s house serves 

as the site's visitor center with a museum and a shop.  

     The gardens feature English boxwoods and the fountain 

from Polk Place, the Polks’ Nashville home. There are 

also statues representing the “Four Seasons.” These are 

original to the Columbia Institute—a girls’ school that 

burned in 1959. 

 

 

* * * 

The Ancestral Home of President James K. Polk 
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Skipwith Hall 
Skipwith Place, Skipwith Hall, or, simply, Skipwith, was 
built in 1818 by Edmund Littlefield, the son-in-law of 
Revolutionary War General Nathaniel Greene. Where 
Skipwith is built is the northern boundary of Greene’s 
25,000-acre land grant—the largest land grant for services 
in the War made to any individual person.  
 
In 1844, the property was leased to Benjamin Harlan of 
Kentucky. Harlan would later purchase the home in 1849. 
He renamed the property Oakwood Farm.  
 
Harlan also made some changes to the exterior of the 
home. He contracted with Maury County’s “Master Build-
er,” Nathan Vaught, to lengthen the front windows. 
Vaught noted in his memoirs that this was one of the most 
difficult jobs he had ever performed as a builder.  
 
Vaught also built the large, six-columned portico on the 
front of the home. Today, it is hard to imagine this home 
without the columned portico.  
 
The home remained in the Harlan Family until the 1930s, 
when it was sold to the Baker Family. Decades later, it 

would return to the Harlan Family. Considering the strong 
ties to the Harlan Family, it should not be surprising that 
many locals still refer to this house as the Harlan Farm 
today.  
 
Skipwith has been used as the setting of several photo 
shoots and even a motion picture. Most recently, the War 
Between the States drama Clarissa’s War was filed partly 
at Skipwith in 2015.  
 
David and Debra Hill own Skipwith today. The Hills have 
made many improvements to the home and property. Like 
the other historic sites owned by the Hills, they have taken 
the home back to “better than new” condition.  

Skipwith Hall, known by many as the Harlan Farm 
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Cainland 
 Cainland Farms, or the old Robinson Farm, was 
built in 1822 and is the home of Byrd and Anne Cain. The 
home is situated on six hundred acres of beautiful Wil-
liamsport farmland.  
 
 James Robinson came to this area of Maury Coun-
ty in 1811. He settled in this area and created a homestead. 
Later, he would begin was is now Cainland in 1822. The 
main section of the home is log and, for many years, “J. 
R.” and the date “1822” could be seen carved in to the 
chimney stones.  
 
 A 1990 article on the home reads, “The original 
character of the home has been retained although it has 
been consistently updated with additions.”  
 
 The article continued, “the entrance gateposts are 
made from foundation stones of Cook’s Chapel, a long-
forgotten church that once stood across the road.”  
 
 Native Americans used to frequent this property. 
The families that have lived on this farm have found many 
arrowheads in the fields over the years. The home and 

property were also raided by the Federal Army during the 
War Between the States. The Federals damaged the Robin-
son furniture and the family unsuccessfully sued for dam-
ages following the War.  
 
 The Robinson owned the property until 1983. To-
day, the home is well cared for by the present owners, 
Byrd and Anne Cain.  
 
 The home was the site of the Polk Memorial Ball 
in 2014. Attendees of the ball remember the event for the 
beautiful setting and the attention to every detail provided 
by the hosts. 

Cainland 
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Grace Episcopal Church 
     Grace Church was built in the year 1877. The plans for the 
building were drawn by P. J. Williamson, a well-known archi-
tect from Nashville, Tennessee. The cost of construction was 
$1,800.The building lot was donated by Mr. & Mrs. Orville W. 
McKissick. The land was once the flower garden for the 
McKissick Home next door.  
     Grace Episcopal Church was consecrated on May 16, 1878 
by the Right Rev. Charles T. Quintard, Bishop of Tennessee, 
assisted by Reverends Newell and Beckett.  
     The style of architecture is known as Carpenter Gothic. This 
style is sometimes referred to as Rural Gothic, as well.  
     The interior of the church is finished in walnut. Leaves and 
grapes are gracefully carved on the altar and rail.  
     The altar was a gift from Mr. & Mrs. Campbell Brown. 
Campbell Brown was the son of Lizinka Brown Ewell of Ewell 
Farm. James Oertel, a former minister and (at the time of con-
struction) artist-in-residence at the Columbia Female Institute, is 
responsible for the altar.  
     The beautiful altar rail was constructed by T. S. Morton, a 
professor at the Branham & Hughes Academy in Spring Hill. 
The walnut wood— along with the wood for the altar— are all 

said to have come from Ewell Farm. The altar rail is so beloved 
by the congregation that when the building was threatened dur-
ing a 1938 fire, the church’s organist sent her daughter into the 
building with an ax, with orders to cut the rail out and save it 
should the church catch fire.  
     Several beautiful stained glass windows grace the church. 
Many are original to the building. Those that are not of the origi-
nal 1877 construction were either given as gifts to the church or 
as memorials to past members. The oldest of these is behind the 
baptismal font and was “Erected by the Children of Beechcroft 
in 1888.”  
     A beautifully toned bell hangs high in the belfry. It is marked 
“England 1839.” No one is sure of the bell’s history. It is not 
known where or how the bell was used before becoming a fix-
ture of Grace Church.  
     This is still, very much, an active congregation. Services are 
held twice on Sunday and once on Wednesdays. They are also 
known for their annual “Divine Swine” BBQ event held the first 
weekend in May.  
     Grace Church is on the National Register of Historic Places.  

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Grace Episcopal Church 
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Claiborne Chapel AME Church 
 Jill Garrett’s Williamsport of Today article pub-
lished January 17, 1976 included some information about 
Claborne Chapel AME—she began with a sharp turn on 
Washington Street:  
 
 Before making the turn, look on your right and 
you will see Claborne Chapel, the Williamsport A.M.E. 
Church, which is said to be the fourth church on this site. 
The building was put up in 1923 when A. J. Gordon was 
minister and the cornerstone was given by Hugh Porter.  
 
 The church as some of its old records, dating back 
to 1898, but the church is much older than this. I found 
mention of the congregation as least as early as 1875, and 
possibly it is even older. From the church records it is 
possible to learn some of the family names of the mem-
bers: Gumer, Gantt, Strayhorn, Anderson, Shipp, Clegett, 
Foster, Crosby, Watkins, Russell, Greenfield, and many 
others. The Rev. Ned Nolls is the present minister.  
 
 This August, the church celebrated 146 years of 
worship with a Homecoming celebration. Pastor Macus 

Duke was the special guest of the Homecoming.  
 
 Claiborne Chapel has a very active congregation. 
Today, Linda Hopkins serves as Pastor of the congrega-
tion.  

 The church building is a Williamsport landmark. 
The beautiful, white steeple with the red roof are iconic to 
those travelling through Williamsport.  

Claiborne Chapel AME 
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 Standing at the end of Athenaeum Street is the last re-
maining building of the Columbia Athenaeum campus—the 
Athenaeum Rectory.  
 Built in 1835, the home was erected by Samuel Polk 
Walker, a nephew of the President James K. Polk. Walker would 
never live in the home, however. Instead, the family of Rev. 
Franklin Gillette Smith would be the first occupants of the 
home, as he moved to Columbia to take charge of the Columbia 
Female Institute in 1837. (The Institute was an all-girl school 
operated by the Episcopal church and stood just next door to the 
Athenaeum Rectory.)  
 In 1852, Rev. Smith opened his own girl-school and 
named it the Athenaeum, meaning the “Seat of Knowledge.” He 
and his family would operate a school here until the early 1900s 
when they sold the campus to the City of Columbia for use as a 
public high school. Later the first Columbia Central High and 
Whitthorne Middle schools would be erected on the former Ath-
enaeum property.  
 Today, the Rectory—or the home of the Smith’s—is all 
that remains of either girl school. The home features Moorish-
Gothic architecture that is very unique for this area. Each room 
of the house has access to the wrap-around porch. This home 
was likely built as a summer residence.  
 The home and free-standing office/kitchen were used as 

headquarters during the War Between the States. The home and 
school were also sites of balls for both sides during the War. 
Rev. Smith’s war-time exploits are remarkable.  
 The only changes the Smith’s made to the home when 
they first arrived were changes to the front and back doors. The 
home originally had solid-panel wood doors. Mrs. Smith wanted 
more light added to the main parlor, so the top and bottom pan-
els of the doors were removed and glass was added to give the 
Athenaeum more natural light its main room— the original 
flashed-glass in this room is also exquisite.  
 The home has been recently restored. Period paints and 
wallpapers now adorn the public rooms of the house. The exteri-
or colors have also been changed to reflect the original paint 
colors of the home.  
 The home is very much as it would have been during 
the Smith’s occupancy. The home is furnished mostly with items 
once belonging to the Smith family.  
 The Athenaeum is owned and operated by the Maury 

County APTA, the hosts of the Maury Christmas Historic Home 
Tour. The Athenaeum will serve as headquarters for the event. 

Please stop by for tour tickets, information, and, of course, 
tours!  

The Athenaeum— Tour HQ 

The Athenaeum Rectory  
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Davis—Esslinger Home  
The land this home was built upon once belonged to the 

Hughes family of nearby Shadowlawn. The Hughes’s owned all 
of the property to the railroad tracks and, when the first train 
came rolling into Columbia, the family threw a lavish party on 
the lawn to welcome the iron horse to town. Today, the Essling-
er home sits on the site of that welcoming party.  

Built in the spring of 1914, this home was built as a 
traditional “American Foursquare.” This style or form of home 
is also called a “Prairie Box,” since it shared many similarities 
with Frank Lloyd Wright’s Prairie architecture.  

During the Victorian era, homes had become over-the-
top with ornate features and architecture. The American Four-
square was a sober reaction to the Victorian style of building. 
The foursquare was meant to be a simple home. The design be-
came very popular and was one of the favorite mail-order or kit 
homes.  

The traditional design of a foursquare is, of course, a 
square home that features four rooms on the first floor and four 
rooms on the second. The rooflines also allows for great, large 

attics that can be converted into livable space if needed.  
Many can remember this as the home of the Davis fam-

ily. The Davis family changed the outward appearance of the 
home by adding the Juliet balcony and the four-columned porti-
co, changing the outside to look more like a Natchez-style home 
instead of a foursquare. The Davis’ also had a matching 
“playhouse” built for their daughter to the right of the main resi-
dence.  

Today, the home is owned by David and Bonnie Ess-
linger. David is an educator and Bonnie owns and operates Bleu 

32 in Downtown Columbia. This is the second time in recent 
years that this lovely home has been on the tour. Bonnie’s skill 

as a decorator made this stop one of the crowd-favorites on the 
2018 Maury Christmas Home Tour— It is sure to be a must-see 

on this year’s tour, as well!  

Davis—Esslinger Home 
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Williamsport United Methodist 
 Williamsport United Methodist Church can trace 
its origins back to 1813 when it was organized by circuit 
rider John Crane. This is not the original 1813 building, 
however. This is the third building to serve the old congre-
gation. 
 
 Williamsport Methodist merged with Cook’s 
Chapel in 1859. To meet the need of the growing congre-
gation, the current building was erected in the same year. 
The original entrance faced East. In the current-day front 
yard, a school building once stood. St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church was next-door on an adjoining lot.  
 
 In 1874, a 600-pound bell was installed in the bel-
fry of the church.  
 
 In 1920, with both the school and St. Mark’s now 

gone, the entrance to the church was changed to the west. 
In 1957, the beautiful steeple was added to the church. The 
old 1874 bell was repaired and placed in the new steeple.  
 
 In 1974, on the site of the former St. Mark’s 
Church, the “Education Building” was added to Wil-
liamsport United Methodist.  
 
 The church has witnessed many great sermons, 
lessons, weddings, and memorials over the years. The con-
gregation is still very active today and looks forward to 
welcoming guests during the Maury Christmas Tour.  

Williamsport United Methodist Church 
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Now accepting new patients! 

Visit our new website:  

CreeksideFamilyDDS.com 

706 Lion Parkway 
Columbia, TN 38401 

“We hope you enjoy the tour of homes!”  



 

 


