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The Maury County Visitor’s Bureau is a proud sponsor
of the Maury Christmas Historic Home Tour!
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Welcome to Maury County
As President of the Maury County Association for
the Preservation of Tennessee Antiquities (APTA),
it is my distinct privilege to welcome you to Maury
County, Tennessee for our annual tour of homes!
After scaling back our tour last year due to Covid,
I’m proud to say we are coming back strong with
one of the best tours the Maury County APTA has
ever presented. This tour really has everything,
from old to new and a variety of building and architectural styles, from Federal to Tudor, to a newbuild built in the Old Style.
Remember to shop with our local merchants and
visit our locally-owned restaurants while taking the
tour. Your tourism dollars make a difference in our
local economy— thank you for deciding to spend
some time with us!
I think you’re really going to enjoy this tour. I hope
to see you along the tour route!
Adam Southern
Maury County APTA, President

Maury County APTA President Adam Southern standing at a
favorite spot in beautiful Downtown Columbia.

About the tour
The Maury Christmas Historic Home Tour is a Maury County tradition. The tour began in 1951 as the
“Majestic Middle Tennessee Tour of Homes” and was held each year in the Fall. Since that time, the tour has
evolved into a two-day event taking place annually on the first weekend of December.
Here’s how the tour works:
1) Purchase tickets. Tickets may be purchased at Tour Headquarters (the Athenaeum) or at any of the other
ticket locations (the Maury County Visitor’s Center and Elm Springs).

2) Go tour! This tour is geared towards YOU. Once you have your ticket, you can go to whichever participating site you please. You can visit just a few of the sites or go to all— the choice is yours.
Tour tickets are $25.
For more information about the tour, call Tour Headquarters at (931) 797-3316 or visit the tour website,
www.MauryChristmas.org.
The Maury Christmas Home Tour is the annual fund-raiser of the Maury County Association for the Preservation of Tennessee Antiquities (APTA). Proceeds from this event go toward the operating costs and continued
maintenance of the historic Athenaeum. The Maury County APTA and the Maury County Visitor’s Bureau are
proud sponsors of the 2021 Maury Christmas Home Tour.
Maury Christmas— 2021
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Elm Springs
Elm Springs is a Greek Revival mansion built in 1837 by
master builder Nathan Vaught. It is situated on the old stage
road that led from Pulaski to Franklin. James and Nathaniel
Dick, wealthy cotton merchants of the N & J Dick Company of
New Orleans had the house built for their sister Sarah Todd and
her husband Christopher, formerly of Virginia. During the War
Between the States, the Todd’s youngest daughter Susan and her
husband, attorney and Tennessee State Senator Abram Looney
occupied the home. He commanded the famous Company H of
the Maury County Grays.
Looney was an outspoken Southerner, and this almost resulted in the loss of Elm Springs. In November of 1864, Confederate Units of the famed Army of Tennessee began the march
north for Nashville in what would be known as the FranklinNashville Campaign. The Federal Army, which had occupied
Maury County for several months, was preparing defensive positions ahead of the oncoming Confederate troops under Gen.
John B. Hood. Their line of defense extended from the Mooresville Pike to the Mt. Pleasant Pike. As Union forces under the
command of Major-General John M. Schofield began their hasty
withdrawal from Columbia, many of Maury County's majestic
antebellum homes fell victim to the torch. Many houses were
burned during those days and Elm Springs was slated to be destroyed also. In an act of retribution, the historic home of Confederate Lieutenant Colonel Abraham M. Looney was selected
to be destroyed by fire as the last Union troops left Colum-

bia. Responding to pleas of assistance from local citizens, Confederate Brigadier General Frank C. Armstrong dispatched a
squad of mounted infantry to insure the safety of Lt. Col. Looney's home and property. A Union soldier placed a burning
broom under a stairwell, but a servant removed it before it could
do any major damage. Fires were started that might have burned
the house except for the opportune arrival of Confederate troops
who extinguished the flames.
A family cemetery is located south of the house, where the
last burial was in 1994. Confederate Naval Lieutenant Simeon
Cummings was laid to rest in Southern soil after being buried in
South Africa for over 130 years.
The Akin family acquired the property about 1910, and in
1985 the Gillham family purchased it and restored it to nearoriginal state. The house and property were purchased in 1992
by the Sons of Confederate Veterans and Military Order of the
Stars and Bars. The house now serves as headquarters for the
SCV. In 2001, the house was redecorated by the United Daughters of the Confederacy and the Ladies of Columbia. The home
is fully furnished with period antiques, some of which are original to Elm Springs. Hostesses will greet guests in period dress
during the tour.
New to the tour this year will be the National Confederate
Museum. Built on the grounds of Elm Springs, tour-goers will
be able to get a sneak-peek of the new building and displays and
shop in the large giftshop.

Elm Springs
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President James K. Polk Home
James Knox Polk was born in North Carolina in 1795,
and when he was ten years old, his family moved to Maury County. A historical marker on Highway 31 indicates
the site a few miles north of Columbia. While young
James was attending the University of North Carolina in
1816, his father built the only residence in existence today
in which the eleventh president lived other than the White
House. Old accounts indicate that the structure was the
first brick residence built in Columbia.
Sarah Childress of Murfreesboro married James K.
Polk in 1824, and the following year, he was elected to the
first of seven terms in the U.S. House of Representatives.
He was the only President who ever served as Speaker of
the House. In 1839 he returned to Tennessee and served a
two year term as governor. Under his leadership as president, the United States was extended from the Atlantic to
the Pacific Oceans. The Polks had no children, and Mrs.
Polk often served as her husband’s personal secretary.
The house is a museum of Polk’s life as the furnishings
are those used by him and Mrs. Polk in the White House

while some were used in his law office. A rare item is the
Inaugural Bible, Mrs. Polk’s inaugural gown, and the fan
her husband had made for her. Several portraits are on
display throughout the house, in addition to china, silver,
crystal, and candelabra used for state dinners. Other buildings include the kitchen and Polk’s Sister’s house serves
as the site's visitor center with a museum and a shop.
The gardens feature English boxwoods and the fountain
from Polk Place, the Polks’ Nashville home. There are
also statues representing the “Four Seasons.” These are
original to the Columbia Institute—a girls’ school that
burned in 1959.

*

*

*

The Ancestral Home of President James K. Polk
Maury Christmas— 2021
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Heffington Home— 6th Street
The house originally situated at 410 West 6th
Street was constructed in the late 1800’s, and records indicate it was mostly a wooden structure. Due to years of water intrusion, the foundation was almost entirely rotten,
leaving the floor joints sitting on the ground beneath. The
foundation failure, coupled with a structural fire, left the
house past the point of repair. In 2018, a lengthy process
began between the new owner and the Historic Zoning
Commission to obtain authorization for demolition of the
original structure and to approve tentative plans for a new
home.
After several months of investigation and structural engineering reports, the Historic Zoning Commission
and City of Columbia approved the proposed demolition.
Prior to work beginning, the owners were able to salvage a
few items, including a cast-iron mantle, wooden beams,
and a few interior doors. Next, detailed plans for the new
build were submitted to the Historic Zoning Commission,
including front facade details, door selections, windows,
and proposed color combinations.
After all approvals were obtained, construction on
the new house began in the early summer of 2019. It was
extremely important to the homeowners for the house to

blend into the historic streetscape and not stand out as a
new build. Great lengths were taken to procure periodappropriate materials, such as front and side doors, historically accurate paint colors, stained glass, hand-made corbels, copper gas lanterns, and 200-year-old year-old heart
pine flooring.
The attention to detail can definitely be noticed
when driving by the exterior of this West Sixth Street
home. Its blend of old and new make the home a wonderful addition to the historic district— and the Maury Christmas Historic Home Tour!

Touring the interior of this home is sure to be a
treat!

The Heffington Home located at 410 W. 6th Street
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Weaver Farmhouse
The property at 3554 Mahlon Moore Rd, in Spring Hill,
TN is known to locals as the Weaver Farm. The origin of
the house in 1818 bears the name "Brown Hall" named
after Colonel Hugh Brown. Col. Brown was born February 8, 1762 in North Carolina, and after serving with Marion Frances, the "Swamp Fox" in the Revolutionary War,
moved to Spring Hill in 1814. He died May 13, 1851 and,
along with some of his family, is buried in a cemetery just
2 blocks north of the residence. He and his brother Duncan Brown, a Presbyterian minister, were among the earliest settlers of Spring Hill.
One of the interesting features includes blood and chloroform stains in an upstairs bedroom which indicate this
house was used as a field hospital during the Civil
War. Other discoveries in the home include two leather
Civil War era shoes discovered by Jeff Bonner, the current
owner. This property is a very important part of the heritage of Spring Hill and we look forward to sharing it with
the community.

This is only the second time the Weaver Farm has ever
been on the Maury Christmas Historic Home Tour. Its last
tour appearance was in 2019 when it became a favorite of
tour-goers. The history of the site and the items discovered on the property made this a fantastic addition to the
Christmas Tour in 2019 and it is sure to do so again!
Remember— tickets are only available at Elm Springs, the
Maury County Visitor’s Center, and Tour Headquarters—
the Athenaeum. Call (931) 797-3316 for more information
about the tour and tickets.

—Submitted by Stephanie Bonner

Weaver Farmhouse
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Grace Episcopal Church
Grace Church was built in the year 1877. The plans for the
building were drawn by P. J. Williamson, a well-known architect from Nashville, Tennessee. The cost of construction was
$1,800.The building lot was donated by Mr. & Mrs. Orville W.
McKissick. The land was once the flower garden for the
McKissick Home next door.
Grace Episcopal Church was consecrated on May 16, 1878
by the Right Rev. Charles T. Quintard, Bishop of Tennessee,
assisted by Reverends Newell and Beckett.
The style of architecture is known as Carpenter Gothic. This
style is sometimes referred to as Rural Gothic, as well.
The interior of the church is finished in walnut. Leaves and
grapes are gracefully carved on the altar and rail.
The altar was a gift from Mr. & Mrs. Campbell Brown.
Campbell Brown was the son of Lizinka Brown Ewell of Ewell
Farm. James Oertel, a former minister and (at the time of construction) artist-in-residence at the Columbia Female Institute, is
responsible for the altar.
The beautiful altar rail was constructed by T. S. Morton, a
professor at the Branham & Hughes Academy in Spring Hill.
The walnut wood— along with the wood for the altar— are all

said to have come from Ewell Farm. The altar rail is so beloved
by the congregation that when the building was threatened during a 1938 fire, the church’s organist sent her daughter into the
building with an ax, with orders to cut the rail out and save it
should the church catch fire.
Several beautiful stained glass windows grace the church.
Many are original to the building. Those that are not of the original 1877 construction were either given as gifts to the church or
as memorials to past members. The oldest of these is behind the
baptismal font and was “Erected by the Children of Beechcroft
in 1888.”
A beautifully toned bell hangs high in the belfry. It is marked
“England 1839.” No one is sure of the bell’s history. It is not
known where or how the bell was used before becoming a fixture of Grace Church.
This is still, very much, an active congregation. Services are
held twice on Sunday and once on Wednesdays. They are also
known for their annual “Divine Swine” BBQ event held the first
weekend in May.
Grace Church is on the National Register of Historic Places.

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

Grace Episcopal Church
Maury Christmas— 2021
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Gibbons Home on School St.
Amy & John Gibbons purchased this School Street
house in May of 2021.Renovations to the property began the
next day.
The Gibbons were delighted to find that under the
left side and the rear gable aluminum siding, the original
1940 stucco board and batten were still intact and in great
shape. Several battens were replaced that were missing and
luckily the front gable had not been covered by aluminum
siding. The right gable at the patio at some point had the battens removed and was covered by Hardie board siding which
remains in place. The exterior stucco has been refreshed using Historic Williamsburg colors by Benjamin Moore Paints.
The original Tudor-styled lattice windows were what
drew the Gibbons in on their first look at the house About
half of the home’s original windows were still intact after
previous renovations. The classic lattice windows have diamond shaped lights known as quarries which are divided by
lead cames. Most of the remaining PVC windows have all
been replaced with solid wood casement windows that operate similarly to the original windows.
The “formal” dining room had previously been relocated to the kitchen. The original living room has now been
made into a large formal dining room perfect for entertaining. A sunroom on the front has been opened up into the
living room and shelving added to create a library. Perfect
for reading and wonderful for overflow seating at dinner parties. The very small main-level master suite was opened up
into the new dining space in order to make room for a cozy
living room.
When working with older houses, you must be creative. The master bath off of the new living room has had
quite the facelift. The double vanity portion of the bath is
now the “powder room” and is spacious enough for a guest
sink and a piece of vintage furniture. The standup shower
portion has been converted into a broom closet and the tub
area has been changed into a tub/shower combo for use during the holidays when the house ifs filled when
the Gibbons children and spouses. The best use of space
goes to the master closet off the end of the new “powder
room”. This previous closet has been transformed into
Amy’s “dish room”. This room is filled with 18 drawers to
hold flatware, napkins and her many sets of dishes and china. The countertops are the perfect place to gather what you
need to set a beautiful table and the shelves above hold serving dishes, platters and what-not.
The original “powder room” has been torn out along
with two closets and opened up to make a wonderful butler’s
pantry complete with dishwasher drawers, sink and an oven. Perfect for overflow cooking and a combination bar for
serving drinks and hors d’oeuvres.
The all-white kitchen has been transformed with a
warm putty color for the kitchen cabinets and tai-corn black
for the island. Amy loves a good Nancy Meyers movie and
kitchen set. and that was the goal for this room. The former
“dining room” at the end of the kitchen is a welcoming keeping room. Wonderful for coffee in the mornings and the perfect place to keep the chef company while cooking! The cabinets were painted, light rail added and floating shelves re9
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moved and existing upper cabinets matched perfectly to pull
this kitchen together for a warm family gathering space. The
previous bar sink was removed and a coffee station added. The Gibbon’s carpenter added an oak countertop to this
area and custom-built the oak range hood to tie everything
together with the newly refinished floors.

Some areas of the home will not be open for tour.
Since you won’t see them, the homeowner has described
them for you as follows:
The attic holds two large and one small bedroom
and a full bath and walk-in closet to accommodate guests.
A half floor down from the main living area is an
all new master bathroom with double sinks, water closet,
steam shower and vanity area. The floor below holds a
master retreat with bedroom, walk-in closet and
den. Also, on this level is a mud hallway leading to the

backyard where John’s garage is being built. The lower
level also holds Amy’s office and the laundry room.
The Gibbons have purchased the house and guest
cottage behind them located at 808 Walker Street. Both
structures are under renovation. The main house is “The
808 House” and “The Pink Cottage” guesthouse is located
in the back. Also located on property is Amy Montgomery Home, Amy’s Columbia version of her shop located in
Nashville.
The Gibbons’ gorgeous home is pictured below.

Maury Christmas— 2021
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Hughes-McKay Home
This home, now owned by the Parker Group of Baird
Financial, was built circa 1890 by prominent local attorney,
George T. Hughes. A photo taken of the home in 1896 shows a
different roof configuration than is seen now. It is likely that a
flue fire occurred, resulting in a complete removal of the old
roof and a new one installed.
In 1952, Robert M. “Pappy” McKay, Sr. purchased the
home and he and his wife lived here until their deaths in the
1990s. Christmas was a big occasion in this home for the
McKays and several of the grand children still remember the
giant cedar Christmas tree that stood in the entrance hall, reaching all of the way up to the second story. Neighborhood children
also found this a great place to come trick-or-treating, as the
McKays gave great treats.
With Pappy’s passing, the home was sold to a real estate title company owned by Robert DuBois. He did extensive
remodeling to the house, but kept the charm of its period.
Not long ago, the Parker Group acquired this home.
Now offices for their financial management firm, the Parker
Group was careful to preserve the integrity of the old home. The
Parker’s—and all previous owners—have jealously guarded the
large stained-glass window that graces the back wall of the entry. They have also preserved one of Maury County’s antiquities
on the property—the fence.
The fence in front of the home is possibly the oldest
iron fence in the county. Late county historian, Jill K. Garrett

wrote, “This fence was originally atop a walled courtyard at
Union Bank, established in 1832. Later, this fence would move
to the old Masonic Temple and, then, to the Presbyterian Church
when it was located on the corner of Garden and Sixth Streets.
According to Garrett, “in 1895 the fence made its final move to
its present and fourth location when George T. Hughes had it
erected in front of his new home.”
Be sure to admire the beautiful iron fence in front of the
home and the gorgeous stained glass window within Saturday
during the tour.

Hughes-McKay Home
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First Presbyterian Church
According to tradition, in the year 1807 a small group of
Presbyterians, in what is now Columbia, TN, met together for
worship but it was not until the year 1811 that a Church was recognized.
It thus appears the Church was organized in the year
1811 and that its first pastor was Rev. Gideon Blackburn. There
is a tradition that this was the first Christian body organized in
Columbia, and was the first to erect a church building.
It seems that from the year 1807 until the year 1822
(also by tradition) the Church for at least part of this time, held
its meetings in the Court House.
In 1822 the Congregation purchased a lot on the southeast corner of Garden and W 6th Streets.
In 1823 there was erected on this lot a brick church,
which was the first church edifice ever built in Columbia. This
structure was destroyed by fire in 1847; and it was re-built on the
same lot in 1849. The new building cost $7,000 and had a seating capacity of 450.
The building which was erected in 1849 served until
December 1915, when it was totally destroyed by fire - only the
bell, pulpit Bible and Communion service being salvaged.
After the fire of 1915, Church services were held in the
Vogue Theatre until the present Church was finished.
The Church then purchased a house and lot at the southeast corner of High Street and W 7th Street, from Mr. John W.
Fry. His residence was torn down and the present Church edifice

was finished in 1917. The total cost, including lot and all equipment was $55,000. The entire amount was raised by subscription
from the Congregation before the building was begun.
Services have been held in the current structure since
that time, with the Church continuing to grow. In 1950 the Sunday School wing was added in the back, almost doubling the
space within the building. Not wishing to be hemmed in for future growth, the former Farmall Tractor Dealership property directly behind the Church was purchased and a parking lot was
built. In the 1990s the property of the old Randall House Hotel
was purchased, which gave the Church nearly half the block, and
provided enough land for nearly any future growth the Church
might need. One of those old buildings was retained for the use
of the Maury County Boy’s and Girl’s Club whose good works
are part of our congregation’s ministry.
Since its inception over 200 years ago, First Presbyterian Church Columbia seeks to provide a loving, caring community where people may worship and grow in the faith of Jesus
Christ. You are invited to worship with us each Sunday at 8:15
and 10:30 A.M.
Tour attendees are invited to enjoy a tour of the Church
Narthex, Sanctuary, and Gathering Space, all festooned in readiness for the Christmas season. Attendees will also find a unique
collection of exquisite Nativity figurines, handcrafted by late
Columbia artist Nell Peebles, festively displayed in the Gathering
Space. Please enter the front door on the W. Seventh Street side.

First Presbyterian Church
Maury Christmas— 2021
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“The Federal”
Built in 1843 by Maury County’s Master Builder, Nathan Vaught, the home nicknamed “the Federal” stands magnificently along the Carter’s Creek Pike.
The bricks used to construct the home were molded and
fired onsite and the poplar floors were sourced locally, as well.
Each of the ground floors, it was learned during a previous renovation, has its own foundation. Legend says the large stones that
make up the front porch of the home were pulled by mules from
Knoxville to Maury County.
Originally the house had a long front porch which narrowed and wrapped around the side. On the back side, there was
an L-shaped porch that led to the smoke house, the coal house,
and the generating room for the gas lights. The smoke house is
the only one of the outbuilding remaining.
This home has long been associated with the Butler and
Damron families, but since 2020, the home has been owned by
the Seatons formerly of California.
From the current owner, Alicia Seaton:
After an exhausting 6-8 month search we purchased the
home in October 2020. Although we looked at the property early in the process, we recognized that it would require a massive
amount of work. Nonetheless, we found ourselves constantly
being drawn back to this wonderful property. While our desire
was for a historic home, we also needed acreage for the many

abused and/or disabled animals my autistic son has rescued as
well as provide adequate space for our eldest son’s multiple
beehives while he currently attends MTSU. This appeared to be
the perfect home for us (notwithstanding the work required to
bring it back to its true glory).
Sadly, not long after we purchased the home Covid
hit. This had a dramatic impact on our ability to restore the
property. That said though, we did benefit from living in the
home prior to remodeling/restoring. Things that we initially
planned to repair or replace, we now love the imperfections –
the nicked floors, mismatched molding, over-painted and wavy
windows, etc. While there is a ton of work required, we look
forward to ultimately bringing the home, we affectionately nicknamed “The Federal,” back to the stately gentleman’s manor
we believe it is.
In addition, we not only love knowing that the home
was lived in and loved by four families before us, but we have
been blessed to become close friends with members of one of the
families who were actually raised in the home.
It has been many years since this home has been on
tour. Mrs. Seaton is a skilled decorator, making this home a
must-see during the 2021 tour!

The Federal
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Saturday, December 4th
Parade begins at 6pm
Tree lighting at 7:15ish
For more information, visit:
visitcolumbiatn.com
Maury Christmas— 2021
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Tour Headquarters—
The historic Athenaeum Rectory in Columbia,
Tennessee is an architectural oddity in Maury County. The style of construction is very unique and is
called “Moorish-Gothic.” The home was built to resemble the castle-like Columbia Female Institute that
was located next door.
This was very fitting, actually, since the home
would go on to house the first headmaster of the Institute, the Reverend Mr. Franklin G. Smith and his
family, in 1837.
The home was commissioned in 1835 by Samuel
Polk Walker, a nephew of President James K. Polk.
The design of the home is believed to have come
from the architectural firm of Drummond & Lutterloh. The firm designed the Institute. Maury County’s
“Master Builder,” Nathan Vaught is given credit for
the actual construction of the home.

15
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In 1852, Rev. Smith left his post at the Institute
and founded his own school, the Columbia Athenaeum, from which the home derives its name. Smith
would operate his school until his death in 1866, at
which time, his wife became principal. When Mrs.
Smith died, their eldest son Robert became principal
and operated the school until 1904 when he sold the
property to the City of Columbia for use as a public
school.
The family retained the rectory as their private residence. The home was passed from the eldest Smith
son, Robert, to his son, Franklin Gillette “Lette”
Smith, II. When Lette died without any heirs in 1919,
the home was sold at public auction. Lette’s aunt,
Clara, came to the auction in hopes of buying the
family home. Once Clara raised her hand to bid, no
one else bid against her and she was able to buy the

The Athenaeum Rectory
Athenaeum. Clara’s daughter, Carrie Smith, lived in
the home until her death in the 1970s.
The remaining Smith descendants, now living in
Texas, decided to donate the property to the Maury
County Chapter, Association for the Preservation of
Tennessee Antiquities (APTA). The Maury County
APTA has operated the site as a historic home and
museum since 1974.
The APTA has several fund-raisers throughout the
year to help preserve the Athenaeum for future generations. The Maury Christmas Tour is one of those
fund-raisers.
While in Columbia during the tour, be sure to stop
by the Athenaeum Rectory. This tour is one of the
many annual fund-raisers whose allows the Athenaeum to continue operating.

Maury Christmas— 2021
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Historic Rally Hill
An 18-year old man arrived in Columbia, Tennessee in the year 1810. Columbia was only two years old at
this time.
His name was James Walker. He became a very
influential person in Columbia society. He even established Columbia’s first newspaper, the Western Chronicle.
He was co-founder of the first bank, was owner of
a steamboat on the Tennessee River which transported
Maury County cotton sent overland to Clifton. He was a
founder of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, was a leader of
the Democratic Party in Maury County, and had a contract
for a stage line.
He was part-owner of an iron furnace in Hardin
County, was a merchant for the Columbia Female Institute, was a member of the County Court and was may of
Columbia in 1830 and 1831.
He had real estate holdings in 1830 valued at
$100,000. He was a busy man, but not too busy to fall in
love and marry Jane Maria Polk, oldest sister of James K.
Polk.
They were married three years after his arrival in
Columbia. He was 21 and she was 18. Together, they built
the brick house next door to the Polk Home. This is known
today as the “Sisters House,” for Jane and James lived
there along with Jane’s sister, Ophelia, and her husband,
Dr. Hays.
The Walkers soon built a frame house on the present sent of Rally Hill. This house burned and, in late
1848, they started the brick house on the same location.
This brick home on West Eighth Street was named Rally
Hill, as the knoll the home was built on was a rallying spot
for local soldiers as they prepared to march off to fight in
the War of 1812. The Walkers needed this larger home, as
they had 11 children.
One of their first dinner guests in the new house
was Mrs. Walker’s brother, President James K. Polk. In
his diary he wrote, “April 6, 1849, we dined at Mrs. James
Walker’s with many of our relations. It was a family dinner, as though the state of my health was such as to prevent me from partaking of the dinner, I was present. In the
afternoon, I walked into the lawn and remained a few
minutes.”
This was President Polk’s last visit to Columbia,
for he died within two weeks of this dinner.
Of the Walker’s 11 children, one son was the builder of
the Athenaeum. One son, Lucius M. Walker, became a
Confederate General and was killed during the war—
killed not by the enemy, but as the result of a duel with
another Confederate officer. Another son, Joseph Knox
Walker, was President Polk’s private secretary and lived
with the President in the White House. Two of the Walker’s grandchildren were born in the Polk White House.
During the War Between the States, Rally Hill
was the location of a military-style wedding when the
Walker’s granddaughter married Confederate General
Frank Armstrong. It was a beautiful event with men in
17
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gray uniforms, trimmed in yellow, and music provided by
a military band. (Frank Armstrong also has a connection
with Elm Springs, another site featured on this year’s
tour.)
The house, Rally Hill, is a good example of the
transition between the Federal and Greek Revival styles of

architecture. The original brick kitchen is located at the
rear of the main house. The floors of the house are still the
original poplar. Huge pocket doors separate the parlors
and the dining room.
Walker Street was once the carriage drive to the
house and, historically, would have made a large circle in
front of the home. In the circle were planted twelve
trees—one for each letter in Andrew Jackson’s name. (“A”
is used twice, but represented with one tree.) “Old Hickory” was a frequent guest at Rally Hill and a family friend

of the Walker’s.
Today, Rally Hill is a private residence owned by
Jason and Lauren Whatley. The Whatley’s have painstakingly taken this home back to its original floorplan Guests
will enjoy the superb mix of an old home with modern
furnishings found at Rally Hill, a home that hasn’t been on
the Home Tour in thirty years.
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